
Unit 19 • Session 2
John Was Born

Bible Passage: 
Luke 1

Story Point: 
John was born to get people ready for Jesus.

Key Passage:
John 1:1

Big Picture Question:
Is Jesus God or a human? Jesus is both fully God and fully human.

Parent Bible Study

Some of the last words of the Lord recorded in the Old Testament are found in Malachi 4: “Look, I am going 
to send you the prophet Elijah … he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to 
their fathers” (vv. 5-6). The Book of Malachi was written more than 400 years before Jesus was born. For 
centuries, God’s people did not hear from Him. They were back in their homeland but were subject to other 
ruling nations. Eventually, the Romans took over.

The Roman emperor installed Herod as a leader over Judea and surrounding regions such as Samaria and 
Galilee. To gain the people’s favor, King Herod replaced Zerubbabel’s temple in Jerusalem with a beautiful 
marble temple constructed by 10,000 workers. This was the temple in which Zechariah, a priest from the 
family of Abijah, served the Lord. This was the temple in which God, through the angel Gabriel, broke His 
silence after so many years.

Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, were both “righteous in God’s sight” (Luke 1:6), living by faith in God’s 
promise to send a Messiah. Like Abraham and Sarah in Genesis 18, they were getting along in years and did 
not have any children. Elizabeth’s barrenness was a point of disgrace for her among the community (Luke 
1:25) and God graciously answered this couple’s prayers.

An angel appeared to Zechariah in the temple sanctuary and delivered good news: “Your prayer has been 
heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear a son.” Echoing Malachi’s prophecy, the angel declared this son would 
“turn the hearts of fathers to their children” (Luke 1:17)

For his doubting, Zechariah was rendered mute until the promise came to pass. When John was born, 
Zechariah could speak again. He praised God and prophesied. John was born to prepare the way for Jesus. 
John would point people to Jesus, the Savior God promised.



The BIBLE Story

John Was Born

Luke 1

Zechariah and his wife, Elizabeth, did not have any children. They loved God, and Zechariah was a 
priest. Two times a year, Zechariah went to Jerusalem to serve in the temple.

Many priests worked in the temple. One day, Zechariah was chosen to do a special job. People were 
praying outside, and Zechariah went inside the temple. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared. 
Zechariah was afraid!

“Do not be afraid,” the angel said. “God heard your prayer. Your wife will have a son named John. 
God’s Spirit will be with Him.” The angel said that John would get people ready for the Messiah to 
come.

“How can I know this will happen?” Zechariah asked. “I am old, and my wife is old.”
The angel said, “God sent me to tell you this good news. Because you did not believe my words, you 

will not be able to speak until these things happen.”
Zechariah left the temple, and he could not talk. He went home to Elizabeth. She became pregnant 

and gave birth to a son. Her neighbors and relatives were very happy.
Zechariah and Elizabeth named their son John. Finally, Zechariah could speak again. He praised 

God. God’s Spirit was with John. Zechariah told the people God’s words: “God has come to help His people. 
He will save us through David’s family. He will rescue us from our enemies.” Then he spoke to John: 
“You will be called a prophet of the Most High. You will go before the Lord to prepare the way for 
Him.”

The time had come. God was going to bring His light into the dark world. Peace was coming for God’s 
people.

John grew up and lived in the wilderness until God told him to get the people ready for Jesus.

Christ Connection: When Zechariah believed God’s word, he praised God. Zechariah’s son, John, was born 
to get people ready for Jesus. People would praise God for keeping His promise to send the Savior.


