
Unit 29 Session 2
Session Title: Stephen’s Sermon
Bible Passage: Acts 6–7
Story Point: People hurt Stephen because he followed Jesus.
Key Passage: Romans 12:5
Big Picture Question: What is the church? The church is all Christians everywhere.

Assemble a puzzle
Draw a simple church building shape on a large sheet of construction paper. Cut the drawing into as many pieces as 
there are preschoolers in your group. Scatter the pieces around the room. Invite each child to quickly find one piece 
and then to work with the other children to assemble the picture. Repeat the game as time allows. 
Say • Do you remember our big picture question and answer? What is the church? The church is all Christians 

everywhere. In our Bible story today, we are going to learn about a man named Stephen who loved Jesus and 
served the church.

Make cards for church leaders
 Set out construction paper, stickers, crayons, markers, and washable ink stamps. Show preschoolers how to fold a 
piece of paper in half to create a card. Encourage children to make cards for those who serve in their church. 
Transcribe a message about Jesus to the leader from a child on his card. Guide children to decorate their cards. 
Collect the cards to deliver to church leaders. If possible, consider hand delivering the cards as a group, following 
your church’s policy for leaving the room. 
Say • We made cards with messages about Jesus for our church leaders. They will like hearing what we have to say 

about Jesus. In our Bible story today, a man named Stephen had a message about Jesus that he told to the 
religious leaders. Listen to the story. 

Say it loud and proud
Form a circle on the floor. Write a message about Jesus on a piece of paper and wad it into a ball. Give the paper ball 
to a child. Play music while preschoolers pass the paper around the circle. When you stop the music, the child 
holding the paper should open it and give the message to a leader. The leader will whisper the message to the child. 
The child will stand up and proudly say the message to the group. Play as time allows, changing the message 
periodically. 
Say • You spoke up and told about Jesus. Stephen spoke up and told the Jewish leaders that Jesus is the Messiah 

and they were wrong to reject Jesus. This made the leaders angry. They were so angry that some of the 
people hurt Stephen because he followed Jesus. Jesus told His disciples that people would hurt them for 
loving Him. When people are mean to us because we love Jesus, we can be brave because people hurt Jesus 
too. Jesus died and came back to life, and one day we will live with Him forever.



Sing about the church
Sing the following lyrics to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.” Guide preschoolers to do the provided hand motions 
as they sing.

“The church belongs 
(raise arms above head in the shape of a roof) 
to Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ, Jesus Christ
(one hand at a time, point at each palm with the middle finger of the opposite hand)
The church belongs to Jesus Christ
(Repeat above) 
All Christians everywhere.”
(Spread out arms wide)

Say • What is the church? The church is all Christians everywhere. All Christians everywhere are part of the 
church, and the church belongs to Jesus. When people are mean to us because we love Jesus, we can be 
brave because people hurt Jesus too. Jesus died and came back to life, and one day we will live with Him 
forever.

Spell brave
Write BRAVE in large block on several pieces of paper. Place colored pom-poms, buttons, or stones in a small bowl 
or bin. Show a child how to place the items on the lines of the word to spell out the word brave. Invite them to put the 
items back in the bowl when they finish for the next person. 
Say • God made Stephen very brave. The religious leaders got angry at what Stephen said about Jesus. They made 

Stephen leave the city, and then they threw rocks at him. People hurt Stephen because he followed Jesus. 
Jesus told His disciples that people would hurt them for loving Him. When people are mean to us because we 
love Jesus, we can be brave because people hurt Jesus too. Jesus died and came back to life, and one day we 
will live with Him.

Paint crosses on stones
Put on smocks. Place a stone on a foam plate for each child. Squeeze washable paint on another foam plate. Invite 
preschoolers to paint their stones one color and paint a cross on the stone with another color. Set the stones aside to 
dry.
Say • The Jewish leaders made Stephen leave the city, and they threw rocks at him. People hurt Stephen because 

he followed Jesus. Jesus told His disciples that people would hurt them for loving Him. When you get home, 
put your painted rock somewhere to remind you that when people are mean to you because you love Jesus, 
you can be brave because people hurt Jesus too.

Build tall city buildings
Invite preschoolers to use blocks to build tall city buildings. Make sure a preschooler builds no higher than her chin.  
Say • Some missionaries live in big cities to tell people there about Jesus. Sometimes people from other countries 

move to the big cities. They may not speak the language or have the things they need to make a new home. 
Missionaries work with churches to give them what they need and to tell them about Jesus. What is the 
church? The church is all Christians everywhere.


