
Unit 23 • Session 5 
The Good Shepherd

Bible Passage: John 10

Story Point: Jesus taught about God.

Key Passage: John 14:26

Christ connection: Those who love Jesus listen to Him and obey Him.

Bible Story for Toddlers
Jesus told a story to the Jewish leaders. Jesus said, “A thief sneaks into the sheep pen. A shepherd comes in through the gate and 
calls his sheep by name. When the sheep hear the shepherd’s voice, they follow him. If the sheep hear a stranger’s voice, they run 
away.” The Jewish leaders did not understand Jesus’ story. So He said, “The thief comes only to steal and destroy. I have come so 
they may have life. I am the Good Shepherd. I give up My life for the sheep.” Jesus was saying that He was going to die on the 
cross and rise again to rescue people from sin.

Babies Gospel Gems
Jesus said that He is the Good Shepherd.
Jesus knows His followers, and they know Him.
Jesus gave up His life to rescue people from sin.

Key Passage 
“The Holy Spirit ... will teach you all things.” John 14:26 CSB 



TODDLERS ACTIVITIES

Circle time (5 minutes) 
Say the Bible is God’s words. Read the key passage. Open your Bible to John 10.  Tell the Bible story. Say the story point and 
gospel gems. Pray for the toddlers.

Make a handprint sheep
Paint a child’s hand with washable black paint. Help him press his hand onto heavyweight paper and wipe off his hand. Glue cotton 
balls onto the palm. Stick googly eyes on the thumbprint to represent the sheep’s head. Write the story point or first gospel gem on 
the art. Tell the Bible story.
Say • Jesus taught about God. Jesus said that He is the Good Shepherd who knows His sheep. Those who love Jesus listen to Him and 

obey Him.

Remember the key passage
Write the key passage reference on strip of tape and stick it to a plastic sheep. Play music and invite toddlers to pass the sheep in a 
circle. Stop the music, read the key passage card, and play again.
Say • Jesus taught about God. The Holy Spirit helps us remember what Jesus said. Jesus said He is the Good Shepherd.

Gather the sheep
Scatter cotton balls throughout the classroom. When you say go, encourage toddlers to gather the sheep and lead them back to their 
pen (a basket). Play several rounds as time allows. Tell the Bible story.
Say • Jesus taught about God and His kingdom. Some people were confused about who Jesus is. Jesus said that He is the Good 

Shepherd. Sheep do not follow just anybody who calls them. They follow their shepherd! Jesus knows His followers, and 
they know Him.

Listen and follow
Invite toddlers to crawl and baa like sheep. Explain that when they hear you call their name, they must crawl behind you. Talk 
about the story as toddlers play.
Say • Jesus taught about God. Jesus said that He is the Good Shepherd. Did you know sheep know their shepherd’s voice? Those who 

love Jesus listen to Him and obey Him.

Read books about sheep
Provide books about sheep and how to care for them. You may also use an electronic device to play sheep sounds or shepherd calls. 
Talk about the Bible story.
Say • Jesus taught about God. Jesus said that He is the Good Shepherd. A good shepherd keeps his sheep safe from harm. Jesus gave 

up His life to rescue people from sin.

Check diapers, serve a snack if needed, and release toddlers to parents according to your church’s security procedures. Give parents today’s big picture 
card to reinforce today’s Bible story, Christ connection, story point, or gospel gems throughout the week.


